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Berlin, so that he could be received in the evening
by Hitler on the Hradshin. Hitler, who hitherto
had triumphantly paraded in all his newly conquered
'cities, had not dared to appear in public despite all
the safety measures taken by the Gestapo and the
S.S., and by the Czech police in conjunction with the
Reichswehr.

Soon Hacha was able to announce that the only legal
basis of the Protectorate was the Fiihrer's decree of
March i6th. By this he admitted that he had been com-
pelled to agree to the treaty of the previous day in Berlin,
and that the creation of the Protectorate had been accom-
plished by force. This circumstance is very important,
since in reply to the attacks of the foreign Press and of
the Czechs, Hacha had refrained from speaking of black-
mail and had declared that he had gone to Berlin volun-
tarily. Through these statements, which were confirmed
by official quarters, Hacha and the whole Czech people
were placed in a very bad light. I had frequent oppor-
tunities of observing Hacha and of conversing with his
colleagues and I know that while he was far from being
such a profound politician or personality as Benes and
was of much smaller stature, he was a man of extensive
legal and literary knowledge, and just and honourable.
As long as the Slovak conflict had been an internal matter,
he had managed things excellently. He had been able to
secure the adherence of General Gayda, at the same rime
preventing him from interfering in government business;
an old and ailing man, he had not shrunk from undertaking
*fae journey to Canossa, and had borne himself honourably.